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To the Right Worlkipfut 


Rozexr Manon. Eſa 
a the Mayor. . 


And to the Right Worſhipful 


"ha JouxsoN, Eſq; 
ME Mayor Elc&. 


Ea. "7 174 KE the Freedom to de- 
N22 b LY dicate this Sermon which 
INE I preached before you; and 
NS MES y at your deſire, and of ſeveral 
ASM E others, I now publiſp; and 
requeſt you't accept of it, as an Acknow: 5 
lakement of your many Civilities. 
I might nale uſe of this Opportunity of 
enlarging upon the Reſpect, Value, and E 5 
0 you deſerve, but, leſt T ſhould offend 


A”: your 


[ii 


our Modeſt „ I ew: : Tet 1 cannot but 
own that it is a Pleaſure to me to hear 
that others entertain as high an Opinion 
of your Uprightneſs and Integrity as I my- 
ſelf do: Tho I don't know I gave my Au. 
ditors any Occaſion to imagine, that I was 
preſenting them with 'your Characters, 
| when I was only in general Terms de. 
| ſeribing the upright Perſon's Behaviour in 
all Conditions and Circumſtances of Life 
T had no Deſign either to complement, or 
reflect upon any particular Perſons; yet 
however their Miſtake does you a great 
Honour. My Endeavour was to make ny 
Sermon profitable and uſeful to my Hearers, 
and how far it promotes the good End 
aim d at, is left to the Conſideration of the 
impartial Reader, who T hope will be fa. 
wvorrable in his Cenſure; ſince I did wi 
compoſe it with an Intention to make it 
public, tho at the earneſt requeſt of Friends 
it now appears in Print; ſo that it is leſs 
correct than atherwiſe it might have been : 
Y er, as it is, Tam in hopes it may inſiuence 


ene 


e 
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ſome to maintain their Integrity, and pre- 
| ſerve their Conſtiences pure and undefiled. 


Mr Mayor, 
Tour refuſing, with diſdain, a Bribe, the 


Morning you was going to elect an Alder- 


man, may convince your Adverſaries of the 
Integrity you have always profeſſed, and 
prevent for the future any attempt againſt 
that Virtue. 

J beg, Gentlemen, you'll pardon this Di- 
greſſion, which is in ſome meaſure neceſſary 
to juſtify myſelf, and to ſatisfy thoſe, if any 
ſuch there be, who fancy that T am partial. 
That you may live many happy Days 


upon Earth, and continue to excite and en- 


courage others by your good Examples to the 
conſtant Practice of the excellent Virtues 
recommended in this Diſcourſe, and may 
at laſt attain everlaſting Felicity is the 
hearty Prayer of, 


| GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt humble Servant 


Chr. Hildyard. 


(1) 


Jos xxvii-ts, 6. 

— TM 1 die T will not re- 
mode my * from me. 

| My righteouſueſs I hold faft, 

and will not let it go: my 


heart ſhall not reproach me 
” long as T live. 


ES SUPPOSE x we are all of us 
I ER EN 10 well acquainted with the 
Holy Scripture, as to under- 
tand by whom theſe Words 

p „ were ſpoken: But if we 

were ignorant of his Cha- 

e we could not but conclude, from 
this rational and brave Reſolution, that he 
was a Perſon of eminent Virtue : Eſpeci- 
ally if we conſider the heavy Afflictions 
he laboured under, and his being aſſaulted 
with the ungrateful Teaſings and  Upbraid- 
ings of his miſerable Comforters, whole 
Conduct was ſo mighty odd, as to render 
them prov erbial ever ſince. 


B He 


UF) 


He baffled their erroneous Opinion, that 
it is impoſſible for a Man to be afflicted 
who is ſincerely religious and virtuous, 
and appealed, from their unmerciful Par- 
tiality, to. a more juſt Tribunal; when 
this did not ſilence their unjuſt Reſolutions, 
he contented himſelf with proteſting his 
Sincerity, by reſolving to maintain it. | 
Tull I die, I will not remove my inte- 
grity from me. 

My righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will 
not let it go: my heart ſhall not reproach 
me ſo long as I live. 

In diſcourſing upon theſe Words I ſhall 
endeayour to ſhew, 


Firſt, The ineſtimable Value of a good 
Conſcience, both in 1 of this 
World and the next. 


Secondly, I ſhall give. you arr De- 
ſcription of Integrity, Which is the 
Means to attain and preſerve it. 


7 hirdly, I ſhall take notice of ſome of 
the Enemies and Underminers of it. 


Fourthiy, and laſtly, 1 ſhall ſhew that 
it highly concerns us to watch againſt 
them, as we tender our temporal and 

eternal Welfare. 


In 


(3) 


In treating upon each of theſe Particu- 
culars I ſhall preſume to take a little more 
Liberty than the Propoſition would perhaps 


nicely allow, that I may take as much as 


conveniently I can, within the Compaſs 
I am confined to. And, 


Firſt, Let us conſider the Value of a 


good Conſcience, both in _ of this 


World and the next. 


To teach Man the way to Happineſs 
| hath been the conſtant Aim and Deſign of 


Reaſon and Philoſophy, but ſo unſucceſſ- 
fal have all their Attempts and Endeavours 
been, that it is difficult to determine whe- 
ther the Deſire of injoying it, or the Deſ- 
pair of finding it were more univerſal. 

It cannot indeed be denied, but that in- 


genious Moraliſts have deviſed very hand- 
| ſome and plauſible Refuges for the Troubles 


to which they found themſelves obnoxious: 
But the Wit of their pretty ConjeQures is 


much more admirable, than their Uſe or 


Solidity. 
So that to teach the Way to Happineſs 


is a Task which natural Reaſon cannot 


pretend to undertake without Preſump- 
tion, or perform without much Imperfe- 
ion ; to relieve therefore the Infirmities of 
Nature, we muſt have recourſe ro Reveal'd 
Religion, which aſſures us that if we be- 
lieve and practiſe what it enjoyns, we ſhall, 


at the end of this mortal Life, be received into 
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a State of everlaſting Happineſs, There is 
nothing but the Divine Power and Aſſi- 
ſtance can give us a real inward Peace and 
Tranquility of Mind, 

And, in order to attain this, we muſt 
conſult the Holy Scriptures to ſee what 
the Terms of the Covenant are, which as 
Chriſtians, we are obliged to obſerve and 
keep, and we find that Repentance towards 
Gop, and Faith in our Lord JESUs CHRIST 
are tae indiſpenſible Conditions of it. 

That ſome entertain crroneous Opinions 
concerning theſe fundamental Priciples of 
the Chriſtian Religion, is what will be ſo 
long as Paſſion and Prejudice prevail in 
the World; but if our Repentance be a 
thorough Converion from Sin to Gor, 
and if our Faith be a firm Dependance up- 
on Gop's Mercics, thro' the Merits and 
Mediation of CHR1ST ]ESUs our Saviour, 
we have Gop's Promiſe, in almoſt every 
Page of the Goſpel, for our Comfort and 
Security. 

And bcing ſully IRE of this, the next 
thing we have to do, is to try our Title by 2 
ſpecial Application to ourſelves. Do we 
thus believe and repent, as is required of 
us? examine yourſelves whether ye be in 
the Faith: Brethren if our hearts condem" 
us not, then have we confidence towards 
GOD. Theſe and ſeveral other Places 
in Holy Scripture Piojuly demonſtrate, 

| that 


F 
that we may paſs a true Judgement upon 
ourſelves if we pleaſe, but if Men will be 
partial or ſuperficial in their Reflections, 
it is at their own peril. If a Man think him- 
ſelf tobe ſomething, when he is nothing, he 
decerves himſelf ; But let every man prove 
his own work, and then ſhall he have re- 
foycing in himſelf alone, and not in ano- 
ET FS oe oY a 
The beſt Teſte in this Caſe, is our good 
Works; we ſhould conſider impartially whe- 
ther we have conſcientiouſly performed, or 
neglected our Duty. He that doth righteouſ- 
neſs is born of GOD: If then our Devo- | 
tion be frequent and fervent, if our Tem- — 
per be meek and humble, if our Conver- 


ſation be courteous and obliging, if we be 
juſt and honeſt in our Dealings with others, 
and charitable according to our Ability; if ö 
we be not only juſt, but good and merci- | 
ful, and ſincerely endeavour after a truly ö 
Chriſtian Perfection; if we have the Cou- | 
rage to defend true Religion and Virtue, 
and ſcorn to compliment or conniye at | 
Vice and Irreligion, we need not fear, as i 
Men without Hope, but may, with an 


humble Confidence, juſtly expect a glo- | 
rious Immortality, ſince he is faithful that 1 
has promiſed. W # | 1 

It is a Comfort and Satisfaction inex- | 
preſſibly great, to have all our Debts can- | 
cell'd, and our Sins buried in Oblivion, 
| ED _ to 
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to be troubled with no Reflections upon 
what is paſt, nor diſmay d at the Proſpect 
of what is to come; to have our Hopes 
of Heaven ratified here, and with Joy to 


expect the Completion of them hereafter. 


But this is not all : 

The ſincerely religious Perſon hath a 
Promiſe and intereſt in this Life, as well 
as in that which is to come. He is, in a 
good Meaſure, freed from the Paſſions and 
Follies of a corrupt Nature, and takes care 
to create himſelf no unneceſſary Diſtur- 
bances; by his Sincerity he effectually 
provides againſt what the Atheiſt attempts 
in vain, the Dread of an inviſible Power; 
he is never forced to have recourſe to 
Wine or Company to ſilence his Conſci- 


ence, and he finds more real Satisfaction 


in living up to the Rules of Religion and 
Virtue, than the Honours and Preferments 
of the Proud and Ambitious can afford 
them. . 
The Deportment of the pious Perſon 
when he is under Affliction is ſo decent 
and taking, as to eclipſe the Proſperity of 
the wicked, and to render the Sufferings of 
the one preferable to the Enjoyments of 
the other. But tkis is conſidering him un- 
der a Cloud and at Diſadvantage; let us 
alſo contemplate him under proſperous 
_ Occurrences, and we may ſee him triumph- 
ing over the World, and boaſting of 1 
a 


2 


- © © 


— 2 


rn 


1 


all the Day long, having his Thoughts 
fixed upon Heaven, and the everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs he ſhall there partake of. What a 
| vaſt Difference is there betwixt his real 


Comforts, and the ſham Delights and 


| Pleaſures of the ſenſual Perſon? which are 
all of them vain, and can never afford them 
any true Satisfaction. So that it is Reli- 
Sion only and a good Conſcience whoſe 
= Ways are ways of pleaſantneſs and whoſe 
paths are peace. God is ſo kind to us as 
to make our Happineſs depend not upon 
Fortune, but our own Endeavours accom- 


panied with his gracious Aid and Aſſi— 
ſtance, and the moſt compendious way of 
attaining it, is by preſerving our Innocence, 
and keeping our Integrity ; a ſhort Deſcrip- 


tion of which was the ſecond Thing 1 


propoſed. 


Now this, according to the Apoſtle's 


comprehenſive Epitome of Religion, con- 
liſts in living rightcouſly, ſoberly, and god- 
ly; faithfully diſcharging our Duty, as 
Chriſtians, towards GoD, our Neighbour, 
and ourſelves. 

In reſpe& of God, the upright Man is 


| decent and regular, conformable to all the 


Rules and Precepts of Revealed Religion, 
and the natural Principles of Morality. He 


couragiouſly withſtands Temptations, and 


defies the Malice of the Devil and his E- 


oullarics, to divert his good Reſolutions 


And 


* 
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[ 8 1 
And notwithſtanding the Hurry and 
Diſtraction, the Noiſe and Buſtle of the 
World, his Thoughts are calm and eaſie, 
and he cannot be diverted either by Al- 
lurements or Threatnings, from the charm- 
ing Objects of Heaven, and it's never end- 
ing Happineſs. He will not ſuffer his ge- 
nerous Nature to ſubmit to what it ought 
to command, and he ſcorns to proſtitute 

a good Conſcience to raiſe or encreaſe an 
Eſtate, or to pleaſe and humour a Friend, 
To know that it is his Duty to do a Thing 
ends all Diſputes; for he allows of no 

Commutation for Obedience. 

In a Word, he is careful and diligent 
in the Performance of every. thing which 
he knows he ought to do, is pious and 
religious, devout and ſerious, confeſſes and 
bewails his Infirmities and ImperfeQions, 
earneſtly and humbly begs Pardon for all 
his Sins and Tranſgreſſions, and uſes his 
utmoſt Endeavours to avoid them for the 
future. This is his Deportment towards 
Gov. 

To Man, be is courteous and affable, 
humble and obliging, true and faithful, be 
he Friend or Enemy ; in public or private, 
preſent or abſent; he is ſure of the ſame 
Juſtice and Fidelity, His Words and In- 
tentions obſerve a perfect Union and Har- 
mony, and never jarr or diſagree ; he hates 
Subterfuges and Evaſions, wiſhes | his 
Thoughts 
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C9): 
Thoughts open and tranſparent, and all 
the World Witneſſes to his moſt ſecret 
Contrivances. He makes no Advantage 


of any one's Ignorance or Neceſlity, but 


obſerves the Golden Rule of doing as he 
would be done to. He ſtifles ill Reports, in- 
ſtead of diſperſing them, and is deaf to 


| the Impertinences of unthinking Chatt. 


So ſtaunch is his Virtue, and ſo vigorous his 
Spirit, 7haf, upon a juſt Occaſion, he dare 


© ſpeak the Truth, tho confronted by Per- 


ſons in Power and Authority. It was not 
the Greatneſs of Flix could reſtrain St 
Paul's freedom of Diſcourſe; but he made 
the Judge tremble while the Priſoner re- 
mained calm and unconcerned. He ſcorns 
to do any thing that ſhall ſtand in need 
of Concealment, or to lay at the Mercy 
of another Man's Silence for his Quiet and 
Repoſe. . . 
The upright Perſon, in reſpect of him- 
ſelf, is ſober and temperate, chaſte and 


pure, decent and regular, and qualifies 


himſelf as well as he can to diſcharge his 
Duties and Obligations to Gop and Man; 
and in acting thus he preſerves his Con- 

ſcience undefiled, and. enjoys an uninter- 
rupted Peace and Serenity in his own 
Mind: But of this Felicity there are ſeve- 


ral Enemies and Underminers, ſome of 
which I now proceed in the third Place 


to conſider 3 N 
. And 


4 (1) 
And the firſt I ſhall mention, is the re- 
membrance of our unrepented Sins. A Man 
muſt be at peace with Gop, before he 
can be at peace with himſelf, and there- 
fore we muſt make it our firſt Endeayour 
to procure our Reconciliation with Al- 
mighty GoD: And tho' we cannot make 
Satisfaction ourſelves, yet we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, JESUs CHRIST 
the Righteous, who is the Propitiation 
for our Sins. To his Merits we muſt have 
recourſe, and earneſtly and humbly beg of 
Him to interpoſe on our Behalf, to mi- 
tigate the Divine Wrath, which by our 
many and great Sins and Offences, we 
have highly provoked. 

Secondly, Afflictions do alſo very much 
diſturb and interrupt our Peace and Tran- 
quility, the Weight of which is ſometimes 
mighty great and heavy to bear. When 
we are under an extraordinary Trouble or 
Sorrow, an Antidote wou'd be highly ac- 
ceptable: But Earth muſt not pretend to 
_ redreſs what Heaven is pleaſed to inflict, 
and therefore all we can do, is to endea- 
vour to alleviate what is not in our power 
wholly to remove. In order to this we 
muſt diſpoſe ourſelves patiently to bear 
thoſe Afflictions which we cannot avoid, 
and by Prudence and Conſideration, cor- 
rect the too great Sorrow we at any time 


labour under. We ſhould fo familiarize 
| | the 
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the Thoughts and Expectations of Afflicti- 
ons as not to be much concerned when at 


any time they ſhall befal us. Such pro- 
vident Forecaſt does no way contribute to 
the cauſing or haſtning their coming, and 
if it ſhould prove Labour in vain, it will 
be no ungrateful Diſappointment. We 
know that the worſt may happen. We 
know that Afflictions may fall to our Lot, 
and how then can we be ſecure that they 


| ſhall not? A ſudden Surprize does mighti- 


ly affect us, many times makes Perſons 
miſerable, and ſometimes cauſes them to 


| deſpair. 


But if it be too late fot this Advice by 
their preſent Incumbency, we ought to 


conſider who is the Author of them, and 
that his Almighty Power is directed by a 


moſt wiſe Providence, and tempered by 
a fatherly Love, and why then ſhould we 


murmur or complain at his good Pleaſure, 


to whom all created Beings ſubmit and 


pay Obeiſance? Afflictions riſe not out of 


the Ground, but have their Commiſſion 


and Limitation from above: All the At- 


tempts in the World cannot alter or diſanul, 


all the Powers of Hell cannot aggravate or 
augment them, without the Divine Per- 


miſſion; and is it not then a heinous Sin 


to provoke God Almighty by our unman- 
eur Clamouts, and to find fault with the 
e C 2 n 
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Equity of his Judgements? Nay farther, the 
Aſſiſtance of a good Conſcience will not | 
make us only patient but chearful and 
couragious; for nothing daunts a Soul that 


is well prepared and has a due Senſe of Re- 
ligion upon it. Ot 
Above all, it is proof'againſt the King 
of Terrors, Death itſelf, -which is very 
terrible if we conſider it only as it is the 
Separation of the Soul and Body : But to 
have not only the Diſſolution of Life to 
fear, but that a State of endleſs Torments 
will enſue, how muſt it aggravate and in. 
creaſe the Dread of that melancholy Mo- 
ment? If the Diſlocation of one Member 
of the Body be ſo uneaſy, as by Experi- 
ence we find it is? What mult it be to be 
always upon the Rack, and to undergo 
the moſt exquiſite Torments? Tis the Po- 
licy of the Devil to hide from Men 2s 
long as he can, the Miſeries which wicked 
Men ſuffer in the other State, leaſt the 
Dread and Horrour of them ſhould drive 
them to Repentance; but the firm and 
aſſured Hope of being happy for ever, ſup- 
ports the good Chriſtian under the Pains 
and Agonies of Death: And while the 
Epicure trembles, the Guilty fears, and the 
Carcleſs doubts, he deſires to be diſſolved, 
and 10 be with CHRIS SOT. Since then 
this depends upon our keeping a good 
: GE: ez 


other, 
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Conſcience; what remains, is that I pro- 
ceed to the | „ 
Fourth, and laſt, which is indeed but 
a natural Conſequence of the former Pro. 
poſitions, E013 © 

That we be cautious and circumſpect 
in this Point as we tender our temporal 
and eternal Welfare. | 
Holy Fob, recollecting what Honour, 
Reſpect, and Reverence, he had paid him 
in the time of his Proſperity, attributes 
it to this, becauſe he delivered the poor 


that cried, and the fatherleſs and him 


that had none to help him. The bleſſing 
of him that was reaay to periſh came up- 
on him. Job ix, 2, 13 dad o In. 


And indeed to place our Happineſs in this 


World in any thing but the practice of 
Piety, Holineſs, and Charity, is only to 
lay a Foundation for a vexatious Diſap- 
pointment ; for how ſhould that render 
us ſecure, which has no Certainty it it's- 
ſelf? The covetous Perſon may laugh at 


the Cenſures of the World upon the ſight 


of his Bags; the Glutton may prefer a 


dainty Diſh before a good and commend- 


able Character, and the boon Companion 
think nothing comparable to a Glaſs of 
good Wine: But when any of theſe are 
wounded in their tender part, are under 
extremity of Pain, are ſick or a dying, 
7s what 


(14) 
what do any of theſe inſipid Trifles then ſig- 
nify? what Comfort can they affotd them 
So that we ought to place our Delight and 
Satisfaction in that alone, Which is not 
ſubject to Uncertainties or Contingencies, 
and that is a good Correſpendence be- 
twixt GoDand our own Conſciences; for 
if we be careful to ſecure Goy's Favour, 


we have no juſt Reaſon to fear any thing, 


ſince no Darkneſs can over ſhadow this 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, no Cloud of Sor- 
row abide his glorious Preſence. Let the 
World cenſure and revile, tho' Afflictions 
and Calamitics ſhould befal us, we ſhould 
be unworthy the Favour of Gop, if the 
Divine Aſſiſtance could not enable us 

ſteadily to weather theſe Storms which 
at Jaſt will bring us to the Haven 
Where we would be. If our own Hearts 
_ reproach us not we may juſtly have Con- 
fidence towards Gop, and ſafely depend 


upon it that we ſhall enjoy that Peace 


which paſſeth all Underſtanding. 
To dtaw towards a Concluſion : To le 
cure this, let us firmly reſolve to do no- 


thing but what we can juſtify both before 


_ Gop and Man. It cannot be deny'd, that 
the ſenſual Perſon hath Pleaſures and Di- 
verſions, ſuch as they are, more ready and 
nigher at hand than the Religious Perſon; 
but chen they ate only ſham and counter- 


feit 


(15) 


feit Delights, and of a ſhort and uncertaiy 
Duration: And tho' the Men of this 
World by their Inſolence and Diſingenui- 
ty, or by their Flattery, their baſeneſy 
and meaneſs of Spirit, may ſometimes 
gain their Point and attain the end they 
aim at; yet could a Beggar gain a Crown 
by ſuch means, he would not deſerve our 
o 18805 | 

He only is the happy Man, who having 
ſecured the Divine Love by an univerſal 
Obedience, carries in ſome meaſure his 
Heaven in his own Breaſt; whereyer he 
goes, he can fee in every Feild enough of 
the Divine Wiſdom to fill all the Powers 
of his Soul with a laſting Joy and Delight: 
Compared to this, how mean are the 
Thoughts of a paſt Night's Debauch, or 


| the expecting ones of another? How ſor- 


did the Contemplation of many Bags! 
How empty all the Titles of Honour ? 
No Man knows the Pleaſure which ac- 
companies a good Conſcience but he who 


experiences it. 'Tis malicious Suggeſtion 


and falſe Slander which the wicked Men, 
throw upon the Chriſtian Religion, thar 
it is a mopiſh and melancholy Inſtitution; 
for the true Reaſon why Men are ſad and 
uneaſy in their Minds, is becauſe they have 
not Religion enough to balance their idle 
Thoughts and panic, which now and then 

„„ invade 
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[26] 
invade them. If they would but ſeriouſly 
devote themſelves to Religion, they, would 
flight and deſpiſe every thing elſe in com- 
pariſon of it, and allow nothing to ſtand 
in competition with ſpiritual Delights. 
Let us reſolve all outward Occurrences 
into Gop's good Providence, and allow 
Him the beſt Judge of what is convenient; 
and then let the World toſs as it will, 


and vary itſelf in Storms and Calms, our 
Reſt we hope is placed above, out of the 


Reach and Sphere of changeable Morta- 


lig, 


If then we be not in love with Miſery 
and Vexation, if we be not obſtinately 


reſolved upon our own Ruin, let us em- 


ploy all our Faculties in the effectual 


Search of that which alone can afford us 


real and laſting Satisfaction: And how 
then ſhall we ſlight the Evils, and con- 
temn the worſt that Men can do unto us! 


How ſhall we ſmile at the rough and un- 
| ſteady Motions of this World? How ſhall 
Heaven and Earth look pleaſantly upon us 
and we upon them; while we command 


the one and aſpirc to the other. 
To Conclude. All this, and whatever 


elſe is neceſſary or convenient, pleaſant 
or delightful, ſhall be our Portion, while 


we hayc the Courage to maintain this 
pious 


ay [n] 
d pious Reſolution: Zu T dye I will not re: 


m. move my Integrity from me. 

nd My Righteouſneſs ] hold faſt, and will 
not let it go: my heart ſhall not | reproach ; 
es me ſo long as I he. 

W 

it; To the Holy and ever Bleſſed TRINIrr, 
Il, the FATHER, the So, and the HoLY 
ur GHos r, three Perſons, and one Go p, be 


he aſcribed by us, and all Mankind, All Ho- 
ta- nour, Glory, Power, Praiſe, Magbt, Ma- 
7000. and Dominion, now and ever, Amen. 
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